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Petition Number: PE1223
 
Main Petitioner: Ron Beatty 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
require local authorities to ensure the installation of enhanced safety signage 
on buses carrying children to and from school, which must be removed when 
the buses are not carrying school children.  Also, calls for the creation of a 
new road traffic offence to prevent the overtaking of school buses when 
children are boarding or alighting. 
 
Background 
 
Enhanced signage on school buses: The Road Vehicles Lighting 
Regulations 1989, as amended, require buses and coaches used to carry 
children, i.e. those aged 15 and under, to and from school to display plainly 
visible retro-reflective yellow school bus signs at the front and rear. The 1989 
Regulations do not require the removal of the school bus signs when vehicles 
are not being used to transport children.  The 1989 Regulations allow vehicles 
displaying school bus signs to use hazard warning lights when the vehicle is 
stationary and children are boarding or alighting, although they are not 
required to do so.  The 1989 Regulations establish minimum standards for 
signage.  There is no legislative reason why vehicles used for transporting 
children to and from school could not display additional signage or use high 
visibility paint schemes. 
 
The 1989 Regulations were made under the provisions of the Road Traffic Act 
1988, the subject matter of which is reserved to the UK Parliament.  The UK 
Department for Transport closed its most recent consultation on amendments 
to the 1989 Regulations on 9 October 2008.  However, the proposed 
amendments do not include any provisions for enhanced protection of children 
boarding or alighting from school buses. 
 
The 1989 Regulations specify which vehicles can display amber warning 
beacons, coloured emergency beacons or special warning lamps.  This list 
does not include vehicles used for transporting children to and from school.  
The use of special lights, in addition to hazard warning lights, indicating that 
children are boarding or alighting from a school bus is likely to require an 
amendment to the 1989 Regulations. 
 
Local authorities may be able to specify the use of additional or enhanced 
school bus signage, its removal when a vehicle is not carrying children to and 
from school, and the use of hazard warning lights when children are boarding 
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or alighting school buses by specifying such requirements in their contracts 
with school bus service providers.   
 
New road traffic offence of overtaking school buses while children are 
boarding or alighting: Road traffic law is a reserved matter.  The creation of 
any new road traffic offence would require action by the UK Department for 
Transport and UK Parliament. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The previous Scottish Executive produced Circular 7/2003, which provides 
guidance for local authorities on the provision of school transport.  This 
guidance was supplemented by the publication of School Transport: Survey of 
Good Practice on 16 March 2007, which aimed to improve the provision of 
school transport across Scotland. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Scottish Parliament considered a closely related petition, PE892, from 
this petitioner during 2005 and 2006.  The Education Committee closed the 
petition on 27 September 2006 after deciding that the content of the petition 
was mainly outside the remit of the Scottish Parliament.  The Education 
Committee then wrote to the UK Department for Transport highlighting the 
issues raised in petition PE892. 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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